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Thomas and Haruka are classmates and they are talking in a classroom.

Thomas: I learned about fast fashion in my English class. Have you ever heard of it?
Haruka: Yes, I have. It’s about a business style or *brands selling a large *amount of *fashionable

clothes quickly and at *low prices *worldwide. I usually buy from those brands. What did you
learn about fast fashion?

Thomas: The *apparel industry is one of the major causes of environmental *pollution. Making one

piece of clothing uses about 25.5 kg of CO2 and about 2,300 *liters of water. This can *pollute

rivers and lead to water *shortages and air pollution,

Haruka: I’ve never thought about how the apparel industry *affects the environment.
Thomas: There’s another serious problem with fast fashion.
Haruka: Can you tell me more about that?

Thomas: Many workers who support this industry *earn low *wages in poor *conditions. Most of these

workers are young women in their *late teens to thirties. Although they often sit on hard chairs
and *are forced to work at least 10 hours a day, six days a week, they earn at most about
13,000 yen a month. Many *workplaces also *lack safety *facilities. The Rana Plaza tragedy

in *Bangladesh is a *well-known example.

Haruka: I remember that news. Rana Plaza was a *shopping complex with many apparel *factories,

banks, and shops. It was an *illegal *construction, and it *caused the disaster. The building
*collapsed, and over 1,000 people died in that accident. Many of the dead people worked there.

I feel sad to know that such accidents happened just to get cheap *labor.

Thomas: But now, many companies are trying to solve these problems.
Haruka: Really? Then let’s find out what they are doing.

Thomas: Sounds good. We can *research their *efforts and see how we can help them.
Haruka: [ want to think about how we can *protect the environment and the workers.

Thomas: That’s a great idea. I want to think more about things I buy as a first step.
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